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Subject: English ' Paper: English Comprehension, Précis
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Time Allowed: 03 Hours Maximum Marks: 100
Q1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow., (40 marks)
Passage

Woodrow Wilson was referring to the liberal idea of the economic market when he said that the free
(enterprise system is the most efficient economic system. Maximum freedom means maximum
productiveness; our “openness” is to be the measure of our stability. Fascination with this ideal has
made Americans defy the “Old World” categories of settled possessiveness versus unsettling
(S)deprivation, the cupidity of retention versus the cupidity of seizure, a “status quo” defended or
attacked. The United States, it was believed, had no status quo ante. Qur only “station” was the turning
of a stationary wheel, spinning faster and faster. We did not base our system on property but
opportunity---which meant we based it not on stability but on mobility. The more things changed, that
is, the more rapidly the wheel turned, the steadier we would be. The conventional picture of class
(10)politics is composed of the Haves, who want a stability to keep what they have, and the Have-Nots,
who want a touch of instability and change in which to scramble for the things they have not. But
Americans imagined a condition in which speculators, self-makers, runners are always using the new
opportunities given by our land. These economic leaders (front-runners) would thus he mainly agents of
change. The nonstarters were considered the ones who wanted stability, a strong referee to give
(15)them some position in the race, a regulative hand to calm manic speculation; an authority that can
call things to a halt, begin things again from compensatorily staggered “starting lines.” “Reform” in
America has been sterile because it can imagine no change except through the extension of this
metaphor of a race, wider inclusion of competitors, “a pigce of the action,” as it were, for the
disenfranchised. There is no attempt to cail off the race. Since our only stability is change, America (20)



seems not to honor the quiet work that achieves social interdependence and stability. There is, in our
legends, no heroism of the office clerk, no stable industrial work force of the people who actually make
the system work. There is no pride in being an employee (Wilson asked for a return to the time when
everyone was an employer). There has been no boasting about our social workers---they are merely
signs of the system’s failure, of opportunity denied or not taken, of things to be eliminated. We (25)
have no pride in our growing interdependence, in the fact that our system can serve others, that we are
able to help those in need; empty boasts from the past make us ashamed of our present achievements,
make us try to forget or deny them, move away from them. There is no honor but in the Wonderland
(27) race we must all run, all trying to win, none (s0) winning in the end (for there is no end).

Part A

1. The primary purpose of the passage is to:

(A) Criticize the inflexibility of American economic mythology

(B) Contrast “Old World™ and “New World™ economic ideologies

(C) Challenge the integrity of traditional political leaders

(D) Champion those Americans whom the author deems to be neglected

(E) Suggest a substitute for the traditional metaphor of a race

2. According to the passage, “Old World” values were based on:

(A) Ability

(B) Property

(C) Family connections
(D) Guild hierarchics

(E) Education

3. In the context of the author’s discussion of regulating change, which of the following
could be most probably regarded as a “strong referee” (linel4) In the United States?

(A) A school principal
(B) A political theorist
(C) A federal court judge

(D) A social worker



(E) A government inspector

4. The author sets off the word “Reform” (linel6) with quotation marks in order to:

(A) Emphasize its departure from the concept of settled possessiveness

(B) Show his support tor a systematic program of change

(C) Underscore the flexibility and even amorphousness of United States society.
(D) Indicate that the term was one of Wilson’s favorites

(E) Assert that reform in the United States has not been fundamental

5. It can be inferred from the passage that the author most probably thinks that giving the
disenfranchised ‘“a piece of the action” (line 18) is:

(A) A compassionate, if misdirected. legislative measure

(B) An example of Americans’ resistance to profound social change
(C) An innovative program for genuine social reform

(D) A monument to the efforts of industrial reformers

(E) A surprisingly “Old World” remedy for social ills

6. Which of the following metaphors could the author most appropriately use to summarize
his own assessment of the American economic system (lines16-27):

(A) A windmill

(B) A waterfall

(C) A treadmill

(D) A gyroscope

(E) A bellows

7. 1t can be inferred from the passage that Woodrow Wilson’s ideas about the economic
market:

(A) Encouraged those who “make the system work™

(B) Perpetuated traditional legends about America
2

(C) Revealed the prejudices of a man born wealthy



(B) Fereshadewed the steck market crash of 1929
(E) Began a traditien ef presidential proclamatiens en ecenemics

8. Which ef the fellowing best expresses the auther’s main peint?

(A) Americans’ pride in their jebs continues to give them stamina teday.

(B) The absence of a status quo ante has undermined United States econemic structure.
(C) The free enterprise system has been only a useless cencept in the United States
(B) The myth of the American free enterprise system is seriously flawed.

(E) Fascinatien with the ideal of “openness” has made Americans a progressive people.

Part B: Write a précis of the abeve passage. (30 marks)

Question No 2

Write a letter te the Program Officer of Community Foundation Pakistan requesting him
for the approval of a grant in the amount of Rs. 200,000/~ fer some rural community
project. (30 marks)

OR

Write a letter to the Program Co-erdinator, ®@verseas Agency requesting him te grant the
approval of schelarship te study in Arizena State University USA.
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Write an essay of 350-400 words on any ONE of the following topics. (50)

1."The goal of politics should net be the pursuit of an ideal. but rather the search for common
ground and reasonable consensus."

2. "Conformity almost always leads to a deadening of individual creativity and energy.”

3. "Success in any realm of life comes more often from taking chances or risks than from careful
and cautious planning."

4. "The best way to understand the character of a society is to examine the character of the men
and women that the society chooses as its heroes or its heroines."
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Attempt any five questions. All questions carry equal marks

Question No. 1.

a) Why do onions while peeling/cutting cause tears in your eyes? (3)
b) Why does ice float? (2)
c) Give chemical names of any five of the following (5)
l. aspirin
II.  baking soda
1. lime

V. marble

V. plaster of Paris
VL. washing soda
VIl. chalk

Question No. 2.
a) If microwaves are reflected by the door on a microwave oven, how are they able to pass tens of
miles from mobile phone transmitters through solid walls and into our mobile phone? (3)

b) Why high flying birds do not have shadows? (2)
¢) What are the units for (3)
.  Weight
1. Mass
1. Energy
d) How does the boiling temperature of water vary with altitude? (2)

Question No. 3.

Answer any five (2x5)
a) What is a tsunami?
b) What is an epicentre?
¢) From which direction does a north wind blow?

d) Why is the desert so cold at night?
e) What are the seven oceans?
f) Name seven continents.

Question No. 4.
Describe any five of the following (2x5)

1|Page

(Ctm f’hue_ @A{/’)a.g,e '1.)



a) Anaemia
b) Leprosy
c) Migraine

d) Poliomyelitis (Polio)
e) Yellow Fever
f) Meningitis

Question No. 5.

Answer any five (2x5)
a) Does your heart stop when you sneeze?
b) What are stem cells?

c) What causes noise when a joint of your body cracked?
d) What is the strongest muscle in the human body?

e) Why do fingers and toes wrinkle in the bathtub?

f)  Why does hair turn Gray?

Question No. 6.

Answer any five (2x5)
a) What is the importance of psychology in everyday life?
b) What is the typical symptom of schizophrenia?
¢) Inan ordinary sleep cycle, how many stages does an individual go through?

d) Hypnosis (hypnotism) is a debated treatment technique. What is the popular opinion about
what it involves?

e) How would you describe the condition called dyslexia?

f) Schizophrenia, mania and obsessive compulsive disorder are a part of which stream of
psychology?

i. Criminal psychology
ii. Abnormal psychology

iii. Normal psychology

Cognitive psychology

g

Question No. 7.
Answer any seven
a) Which of the following can be a sign of a cavity?

(1.5x7)
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b)

c)

d)

f)

g)

iv.

a tooth that hurts

a tooth that is sensitive to hot or cold foods or liquids

a tooth that is stained or discoloured
all of the above

Which substance builds up in the lungs of smokers?

#
ii.
iii.
iv.

Uranium
Asbestos
Ash
Tar

Which addictive drug is contained in cigarettes?

i.

ii.
iii.
iv.

Marijuana
Cocaine
Nicotine
Nitrates

You should exercise at least:

i
ii.
iii.
iv.

Two days a week
Three days a week
Four days a week
Five days a week

Which one of the following is bad for your cholesterol count?

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Olive oil
Coconut oil
Mustard oil
Soya oil

Cooking in which pot is said to cause Alzheimer’s disease?

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Aluminium
Iron
Copper
Porcelain

Chicken soup is a good remedy for:

k
ii.
iii.
iv.

Stomach ache
Brain fever
Colds
Arthritis

Excessive fatigue and thirst are symptoms of:

i

ii.
iii.
iv.

Diabetes

Depression
Alcoholism
Viral fever



